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1. The Elizabethan era is the period associated with the reign of Queen   Elizabeth I (1558-1603) and is often considered to be the golden age in English history.

2. It was the height of English Renaissance and the period saw the flowering of English poetry, literature and music.
3. Although Shakespeare was the most prolific and the most famous of the Elizabethan dramatists, other popular playwrights of the period included Christopher Marlowe and Ben Jonson.

4. Marlowe was known for his magnificent verse.
5. Ben Jonson was a dramatist, poet and actor best known for his plays ‘Volpone’ and ‘The Alchemist’, his theory of humours and his friendship and rivalry with Shakespeare.
6. Tragedies of the era focused on creating a sense of both terror and pity in the audience.

7. Other famous writers of the period include Thomas Decker, John Fletcher and Francis Beaumont.

8. The important poets of the era include Edmund Spenser, John Milton and Sir Philip Sydney.

9. Influenced by the Italian sonnets, English writers of the period began introducing complicated structures in both verse and prose.
10. Society during the Elizabethan era involved four major groups which included the royalty, the nobles; also known as upper class citizens without titles, the gentry; known as the regular folks and the peasants.

11. Although all the classes were different they had many similarities such as religion and language.

12. Most of the people put themselves into either the Catholic or the Protestant group.

13. The Elizabethan era saw the rise in the popularity of theatres.

14. The most famous theatres in this age include The Globe, The Theatre, The Curtain Elizabethan Theatre, The Rose Theatre etc.

15. One distinctive feature of the acting companies was that they included only male artists.

16. Art, during the Elizabethan England was a show or expression of power, status and wealth.
